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a neat edifice. It has five arches on one of its
sides, for we could see no more of it, as it is en-
closed within a wall of good masonry, and fur-
nished with a plain whitened minareh, surround-
ed by a gallery, and surmounted by the crescent,
the whole rising from the centre of the town, as
if to announce the triumph of its dominion to
those approaching it from afar*
The Greeks have their church on the south-
east edge of the town, at the foot of the hill,
and the Maronites theirs in front of the Fran-
ciscan convent. This last is one of the largest
and most commodious that I remember to have
seen in the Levant, being in every respect
superior to those of Smyrna, of Alexandria, and
of Cairo.
On entering its outer gate, we observed two
antique shafts of red granite columns, now used
as portals to the door-way. Within is a court,
and, by the gate at its further end, the fragment
of a shaft of another granite column lying on
the ground- On each side, within the gate, is
seen the basis of white pillars, which formed the
portals of entrance to the original building
destroyed by the Turks; and on the wall, both
within and without, are worked into the masonry
several pieces of the old ruins, containing deli-
,cate sculptures of friezes, cornices, capitals, &c.
This gate leads to a large-paved square, in